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committed, by Francis, was felt by Ferdinand, "her most
deadly enemy," to a still greater degree; and he over and
over again remonstrated with Francis for having anything to
do with her, and endeavoured to get her banished from Tus-
cany. The hatred he felt for her amounted to a mania, and
his refusal after her death to allow her body decent burial,3"
his causing her armorial bearings to be erased, and his speak-
ing of her on all occasions in terms of opprobrium showed
how deep was the feeling which (imappeased even by her
death) was nourished by him for so many years against her
When he became Grand Duke the time-serving contem-
porary writers followed suit, heaping upon her memory every
possible vilification, and handing down every tale which a
scandal-loving age could invent to her discredit; and this is
the real origin of the many stories which have passed as the
history of Bianca Capello. The true Bianca was a less ex-
aggerated, and far more natural woman. She had many faults,
but they did not run in the direction of murder and poison,
as a sensation-loving populace (ready to believe anything
against a Venetian) confidently asserted.

After Bianca became Grand Duchess she summoned hei
brother, Vittorio Capello, to Florence, and he soon became
a great favourite with Francis, and almost his sole adviser.
This still further incensed Ferdinand, and after a time he con-
trived to put such pressure upon his brother as to cause
aim to dismiss Vittorio Capello again to Venice. Many of
Bianca's letters to her brother, in her clear bold handwriting,
are to be seen in the Florentine archives, and they show both
her character and how highly educated she was. Bianca is
reported to have shown a good spirit towards her brother-in-
law Ferdinand on various occasions, constantly endeavouring
to reconcile the two brothers, and by her amiability at times
succeeding temporarily in doing so; while as a part of these
endeavours she several times persuaded Francis to give large
sums of money to Ferdinand to supply his financial necessities